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CONFIDENTIAL LAGOS 5531 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

SUBJECT: PRESS FREEDOM: CENSORSHIP IN BENDEL STATE? 

REF: (A) LAGOS 5441, (B) LAGOS 5368 

1 . ACCORDING TO A MAY 2 FRONTPAGE STORY IN 
PUNCH, THE GOVERNMENT IN BENDEL STATE HAS SET 
UP A THREE-MAN PANEL TO CENSOR ALL MATERIAL 
MEANT FOR PUBLICATION OR USE IN MEDIA CONTROLLED 
BY THE STATE GOVERNMENT. PUNCH REPORTS THE PANEL 
CONSITS OF THE STATE’S CHIEF INFORMATION 
OFFICER, PETER AYENI, A FORMER PRESIDENT OF THE 
NIGERIA UNION OF JOURNALISTS, ALONG WITH AN ARMY 
MAJOR AND A CHIEF INSPECTOR OF POLICE. THE 

PANEL WILL REVIEW ALL MATERIAL TO BE USED IN 
THE NIGERIAN OBSERVER OR ON NTV (BENIN) AND THE 
STATE STATION OF RADIO NIGERIA. IT IS EMPOWERED 
TO EXCLUDE ANY MATERIAL WHICH IN ITS VIEW IS 
"INIMICAL TO GOVERNMENT INTEREST." 

2. PUNCH STORY SAYS THE EXECUTIVES OF THE 
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THREE NEWS ORGANIZATIONS WERE INFORMED OF THE 
NEW SYSTEM ON APRIL 26 BY BENDEL STATE GOVERNOR, 

COMMODORE HUSSEIN ABDULLAHI. PUNCH QUOTES THE 
GOVERNOR THAT THE MEASURE WAS DICTATED "FROM 
ABOVE" AND WOULD TAKE EFFECT IMMEDIATELY. 

UNDER THE NEW SYSTEM. MATERIAL TO BE USED IN THE 
NIGERIAN OBSERVER IS TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE 
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PANEL BY NOON EACH DAY WHILE TV AND RADIO NEWS 
MATERIAL MUST TURN OVER PROGRAM MATERIAL IN 
THE AFTERNOON BEFORE BROADCAST. 

3. COMMENT: THE STORY IN PUNCH COULD BE 
INACCURATE; HOWEVER.IF IT TURNS OUT TO BE 
CORRECT, IT WOULD MARK A SUBSTANTIAL DEVIATION 
FROM THE FMG'S CURRENT POLICY OF INDIRECT, 

N ONIN STITUTIONAL MONITORING OF THE MEDIA IN 
NIGERIA. 

4. UNDER THE PRESENT SYSTEM, ALEX 

NWOKEDI, PRESS SECRETARY TO THE CHIEF OF STATE, 
HOLDS GENERAL MEETINGS, USUALLY ON THURSDAY 
EACH WEEK, WITH THE EDITORS OF ALL THE COUNTRY'S 
NEWSPAPERS IN ORDER TO DISCUSS GOVERNMENTAL 
POLICY. AT THAT TIME, NWOKEDI INDICATES THE 
GENERAL LINES OF WHAT THE FMG WANTS AND 
DOESN'T WANT TO SEE IN THE PRESS. DEPENDING 
UPON THE CIRCUMSTANCES, MORE SPECIFIC INSTRUC- 
TIONS MAY BE GIVEN. FOR EXAMPLE, LAST 
OCTOBER BEFORE THE OBASANJO VISIT TO WASHINGTON, 
EDITORS WERE TOLD BY NWOKEDI TO END THE SPATE 
OF ARTICLES CRITICIZING THE PLANNED VISIT. 

SIMILARLY BEFORE THE PROMULGATION OF THE RECENT 
LAND USE DECREE, NWOKEDI WAS WARNED ABOUT ITS 
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POTENTIAL UPOPULARITY BY MEMBERS OF THE SMC 
AND INDICATED THAT THE PRESS WOULD TAKE AN 
APPROPRIATELY UPBEAT NOTE IN REPORTING THE 
DECREE. END COMMENT. 

WYMAN 
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